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were reconstructed on this principle, there might be 1872
Catholic, Protestant, and freethinking professors of all these ~
subjects, and in this way it seems to me that Catholics
would obtain all that they can justly claim; for their only
tolerable ground for refusing to receive education along
with Protestants is that Protestants and Catholics necessarily
take opposite views of those subjects. Fawcett's bill cer-
tainly does not provide for this; but this I think would be
its ultimate result; and I should be sorry to see any settle-
ment of the question which would prevent this. Consider-
ing, moreover, how very noxious the higher instruction
given by the Catholic prelates is sure to be, I think it right
to avoid by every means consistent with principle the sub-
sidising it in any shape or to any extent.

To EDWIN ARNOLD,

who had sent Mill a leading article which he had
written in the Daily Telegraph on " Science and
Religion/'

AVIGNON, i$MMay 1872.

. . . The article enclosed in your letter (which was sure to
be, as you say it was, attacked and misrepresented) certainly
does express a very general and most natural "longing"
among those who have outgrown the old form of religious
belief. I myself have more sympathy with the aspiration
than hope to see it gratified to the extent of any positive
belief respecting the unseen world; but I am convinced
that the cultivation of an imaginative hope is quite com-
patible with a reserve as to positive belief, and that
whatever helps to keep before the mind the ideal of a
perfect Being is of unspeakable value to human nature,
Only it is essential, to prevent a perversion of the
moral faculty, that this perfect Being, if regarded as the
Creator of the world we live in, should not be thought
to be omnipotent.ssible to all. If Trinity Collegeentre la
